Open Gates
A publication of the

Gates Cactus & Succulent
Society
June 2020
NEXT MEETING, WEDNESDAY ,No June 2020 Meeting
AT THE REDLANDS CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
1307 E CITRUS AVE, IN REDLANDS, CA
Plants of the
Month
Cactus –
Photograph
Succulent –
Photograph

Next Month
Cactus –
Echinopsis
Succulent –
Stem
Succulent
Euphorbias
President
Vice President
Past President
Treasurer
Secretary
Editor
Sales Chair
Cactus Rescue
Program chair

From Our President:

Hello Everyone. Yes, this month’s newsletter has arrived about a week
later than usual. But since the monthly meeting is canceled, you haven’t missed
much. It’s the combination of the heat, the darn virus, and the looting that has
slowed this transmission.
Firstly, I trust that everyone has remained safe and well. Although we are
all missing coming together at our meeting, I hope you that you were able to
view the two recent CSSA’s Saturday morning webinars. If you had missed
them or had technical difficulties with accessing the webinars, there will be three
webinars planned for this month. CSSA is hosting two more webinars and you
still have time to register for both. Just go onto the CSSA website at
http://cactusandsucculentsociety.org/. It is limited to 500 participants and is
available to members across the country, so register now. The page will have a
link for Woody Minnich’s talk on June 13, 2020. Please take note that the final
CSSA webinar will be on June 27, 2020 and registration information will be
forthcoming on that website.
If these two webinars aren’t enough for those who are in withdrawal for
the past three months, the San Gabriel Valley CSS will have their June monthly
meeting conducted via webinar. They have graciously invited seven other clubs
to participate in this first-time event. The speaker is Ernesto Sandoval and his
topic is Sights and Scenes and Some Strange Succulents. The date is
Thursday, June 11, at 7:30 p.m. If you need assistance with registering for any
of these webinars, please contact me and I will gladly help you with this process.
In the meantime, if you don’t have to work or are done working, continue tending
to your succulent plants.
Summer is here so water your plants as you would yourself. Please send photos
of your plant(s) and garden to us for inclusion in future newsletter. This is the
time to boast your masterpiece work of succulents. July’s general meeting is
canceled but stay tuned for further club update.
- Phuc
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Our Program This Month
A note from the Editor
Meetings are still cancelled for now, we
are following guidelines, so when its safe we
will begin to meet again. All we can do is wait
this out. Check in on each other, reach out to
friends if you need something and stay safe.
- Trisha

In the Garden…
Here are a few great photos of John and Ann
Reynold’s garden plants.
If you have photots of your garden that you
would like to share, email them to Trisha!

PLANT OF THE MONTH
This month’s plant of the month was
photograghs. Since we cant share our
photographs in person, I though maybe
I could share some tips for how to
photograph
your plants. I assume most of us take
photos with our smartphones, so here
are some tips for fun photos. Do you
have a tip you’d like to share? Email it to
Trisha!
1. Take phots year round – Our
plants aren’t just pretty when they
are in bloom.
2. Make sure your camera is
focusing on the area you want to
photograph, so that your photos
don’t come out blury or fuzzy. The
main object of your photo should
be in focus. You don’t want to take
a photo of your plant, but the
camera is focused on the tree in
the background. Be sure to touch
your phone screen, to focus in the
correct area
3. Sunrise and sunset offer a soft
warm light, which makes for great
photos.
4. Midday lighting is ok too, but it
brings a lot of shadow so watch for
too much shadow.
5. Move around. Play with different
angles and views. If there is too
much shadow, relocate your
potted plant to another spot for the
photo and play around with the
view. If your plant is in the ground,
move yourself around the plant
until you get the photo view that
you want!
6. Be aware of your background.
Just like shadow, we have to

make sure undesirable objects
aren’t in the background of our
photo. Move aside the tools, trash,
etc. or any other objects you don’t
want to show in your photo.
Sometimes its ok to place tools in
photos, if youre going to show
your work space, or something like
that. It all really depends on what
you want your viewer to focus on.
7. Avoid clutter in your photo. You
don’t want too many objects in
your photo, that may draw
attention away from your focus
object.
8. Have fun. Different angles can
give you a neat sun ray in your
photo, water droplets on your
freshly watered plant, did you see
a pollinator on your plant? show
us a bit of the cool pot you have
your plant in too.
9. Print and frame your plant photos!
You can make a scrapbook, wall
collage, make postcards, etc.
Enter them in the Annual Show.
10. Share. Share them with your club
members by emailing them to Trisha.
Share them on your social media
accounts. Send them to friends or
pen pals. ( I love penpals
) Share
them with your family.

I hope I was able inspire you to go out
and take a photo of your plants. There
are so many ways to have fun in the
garden. Photographing my plants is one
of my favorite pasttimes.

In Memorial
Joella Olson, a long-time member of our
club, has left this world on Sunday, May 31,
2020 and has gone unto heaven to rest in
peace. We are deeply saddened by her lost and
we can only offer her daughter, Barbara Rubin,
and her family our sincerest respect and
condolences.
Over the last 4 weeks, Joella has had some
significant health conditions in which she has
had to stay in a medical facility for further
medical care.
In 2009 Joella was awarded The
Hazelle and Davis Newman award from Gates
CSS for her hard work and dedication to our
club. She has always been a strong supporter
of the club, consistently participating in many
club activities over the years. Even after not
being able to drive anymore, Joella would
make it a priority to at least attend our monthly
meetings with a little help from daughter
Barbara.
As we celebrate her life, a wonderful lady
who never hesitated to speak her mind and a
close and dear friend to many, We will treasure
the blessing and opportunity we had of having
her in our life and our club.
We will continue to carry on her passion
of the love for cacti and succulents. Joella Olson
was 92 years old.

Up coming EVENTS of 2020

Your members are welcome to join by registering for the webinar. Please
help spread the word by sending an email blast to your members. It will be
a first coming-together for all of our local clubs!

Thursday at 7:30 p.m.
Ernesto Sandoval: Sights and Scenes and some Strange Succulents
Ernesto has immersed himself in the
world of polyculture and biodiversity by
growing several thousand types of
plants at the UC Davis Botanical
Conservatory, many of them
succulents. Several of his favorite
garden projects involved converting
lawns and/or water-loving landscapes to
drought tolerant and diversity-filled
gardens!
He likes to promote plant liberation by
encouraging gardeners of all sorts to
grow more plants in the ground when
possible. He loves the technical
language of Botany, but prefers to
relate information in more
understandable methods of
communication! By helping people to
understand the workings of plants, he hopes to help us better understand how and
why our plants do what they do and how we can maximize their growth with less
effort.
To Register: CLICK HERE

Hello folks,
Join us Saturday, June 13th at 10:00 a.m. PDT for the third in a series of
webinars featuring Cactus and Succulent experts from around the
world. Wendell S (Woody) Minnich will present a program entitled,
"Socotra, a Secret Island in the Arabian Sea".
This presentation will include some of the fantastic endemic succulents of
the Island of Socotra. These plants will include the famous
Dracaena cinnabari, the "Rolls-Royce" of Adeniums, Adenium
socotranum and other wonderful caudiciforms including: Dorstenia
gigs, Dendrosicyos socotrana, various Boswellias (Frankincense),
Euphorbias and Asclepiads and numerous reptiles.
This magical place is one of the three most exciting islands in the world. Being
under the control of Yemen, it has become almost impossible to
visit for numerous years, and it may be many, many years before
anyone from the USA will be able to once again tour this incredible
region.
To register for the webiner in advance Click Here
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email about joining the webinar.

Woody, as he is commonly known, grew up in the Mojave Desert and has had an
attraction to desert plants and animals
since the early 1950’s. He has been
involved with the cactus and succulent
world as a grower, field explorer, club
and organization leader, writer,
photographer, lecturer and presenter.
The program will be 45 minutes followed by a short
question and answer period.

SUCCULANT and
GARDEN ART SALE

Friday June 26
&
Saturday June 27, 2020
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM
1014 W. Sunset Drive
Redlands, CA 92373
Contact: Jo Ann Levine 909-793-0680 (Voicemail)
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